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UCLA Department of Surgery
Global Surgery Electives
We are delighted to share more information with you about global surgery electives for residents, supported by the Department of Surgery.
For the current academic year, we are pleased to offer funded positions (not to exceed $2500) for a limited number of residents to pursue global surgery research and/or clinical electives.  A description of each experience is summarized below. 
You may apply for one specific site, and may also rank alternate choices. If you choose to apply for more than one program, please rank them in order of interest. Your personal statement should focus specifically on the reasons for selecting your first choice site.  If you choose to select an alternate site, or sites, please include an additional half-page statement articulating your reasons for selecting this alternate site. 
We anticipate having a budget to cover up to six trips by residents.  Scholarship amounts will be determined by the cost of travel and lodging for each specific site.  Funding is intended to contribute to the expense of pre-travel preparations (including pre-travel health care expenses), roundtrip airfare, and in-country accommodation for the duration of the rotation, but it is not expected to cover total costs of participation.  Additional funding may be available to help defray the cost of registration, travel, and lodging if global surgery research performed results in a presentation at a meeting.  In order to have a more competitive application, it is advisable to communicate with the elective’s faculty contact.  Residents are also encouraged to apply to the Pacific Coast Surgical Association Scholarship - http://pcsaonline.org/Global-Surgery-Scholarship.
At the moment, the global surgery clinical electives are only available to residents during their lab years.  However, there is an opportunity for participants to help establish accredited rotations for the clinical PGY4 year in the future.
Global Surgery Electives:

Program:
Hernia Repair for the Underserved
Pacific Coast Surg. Assoc.
UCLA-UEM Partnership
Continent:
Latin America



Africa



Africa

Location:
Sites Throughout Latin America

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

Maputo, Mozambique
Hospital:
Variable




Muhimbili University

Hospital Central 












Universidade Eduardo Mondlane

Setting:

Primarily Government Hospitals

Government Hospital

Government Hospital


Experience:
Mission with Training of Local Surgeons
General Surgery


General and/or Pediatric Surgery


Education-Research/Clinical

Clinical



Clinical/Research

ACGME-Credit:
No




Not yet.



Pending.

Website:

http://herniahelpnow.org/





http://p3project.org/
Duration:
1 week




1 to 6 weeks


1 to 4+ weeks
Language:
Site-specific (Spanish,French,Portuguese)
English/Swahili


Portuguese/Spanish preferred.
Faculty Contact:
David Chen, MD



Avital Harari, MD

Daniel DeUgarte, MD
Faculty e-mail:
dcchen@mednet.ucla.edu

aharari@mednet.ucla.edu
ddeugarte@mednet.ucla.edu
Program:
General Surgery – Armenia

Arabkir JMC Collaborative

Continent:
Europe/Asia 



Europe/Asia





Location:
Yerevan, Armenia


Yerevan, Armenia


Hospital:
Yerevan Medical Center


Arabkir Medical Center







Setting:

Private Surgical Hospital


Tertiary Pediatric Hospital








Child/Adolescent Inst & Research Ctr




Experience:
General and vascular surgery, Clinic
Pediatric surgical specialties.








Research/Education

ACGME-Credit:
Not yet.




Not yet.





Website:








Duration:
1 to 6 weeks



1 to 6 weeks




Language:
English/Armenian


English/Armenian

Faculty Contact:
Shant Shekheridiman, MD

Shant Shekheridiman, MD



Faculty e-mail:
sshekherdimian@mednet.ucla.edu
sshekherdimian@mednet.ucla.edu



sshekherdimian@gmail.com

sshekherdimian@gmail.com
Program:
General/Trauma Surgery – Uganda
General/Trauma Surgery - 


Continent:
Africa 




Africa


Location:
Uganda




Cameroon
Hospital:
Mulago, Soroti Regional








Setting:

Governmental Hospitall




Experience:
Epidemiology on Burden of Injury
ACGME-Credit:
Not yet.









Website:








Duration:
3 weeks to 1+ years


3 weeks to 1+ years




Language:
English




French/English
Faculty Contact:
Rochelle Dicker, MD


Catherine Juillard, MD


Faculty e-mail:
rdicker@mednet.ucla.edu

CJuillard@mednet.ucla.edu
Application Requirements:

To be eligible, applicants must be in good standing.  The application should include:
1. Application Form (attached) 
2. Curriculum Vitae

3. Signed Code of Conduct/Risk Reduction Agreement
4. Personal Statement
Your personal statement should include a discussion of your career plans, and the specific reasons for wanting to participate in an international experience. We strongly recommend that you also share a detailed explanation for your interest in your first choice elective site, as well as a half-page addendum (maximum) if selecting an alternate site.

Selection Criteria:

The Selection Committee will review each application, and all applicants will be required to interview with faculty member/s from the Selection Committee. Review criteria will include the following:

1. Quality and content of your personal statement (including your ability to articulate your motivation for pursuing a global health experience, and what you hope to gain from it).
2. How well-matched your interests are with the elective site(s) ranked and your ability to travel during the dates offered.
3. Availability to travel.  Residents in their ‘lab’ years must be granted permission from their supervising faculty.  
4. Ability to complete on-line pre-departure training and participate in debriefing following travel.
5. Resident clinical performance with particular attention to professionalism (as residents will function as ambassadors for UCLA).

6. Language skills (if appropriate).

7. Emotional stability, maturity, and ability to work in an area with limited resources.
8. Interview/s with members of the selection committee.
9. Priority may given to 2nd year lab residents over 1st year lab residents.
Thank you for your interest in our clinical electives for surgical residents!

Sincerely,

Selection Committee 
(David Chen, Daniel DeUgarte, Avital Harari, Joe Hines, Shant Shekherdimian, Areti Tillou)
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UCLA Department of Surgery
Global Surgery Elective for Residents
APPLICATION FORM – Page 1
Resident’s Name:
_________________________________________________________________
 


  Last                                First   


        Middle 
PGY Level:

________ 

If you are in ‘lab’, do you have permission from your supervising faculty to participate:   Yes / No



If yes, how many weeks do you have permission to travel: ____ weeks



Lab-resident faculty supervisor name:  _________________________________________
UCLA ID Number:       ________________________________________________________________

Contact Information:
Address:

_________________________________________________________________

                        
         Street Address             




_________________________________________________________________




         City, State and Zip Code 
Telephone #:

____________________________   (Home)
Date of Birth: 
____________________________
Telephone #:

____________________________    (Cell)

Email: 

____________________________
Emergency Contact Information:


Name:

_____________________________________
Relationship:
____________________________________

Telephone:
_____________________________________
Email:  ______________________________________________
Citizenship:


US Citizen?



[  ] Yes         [  ] No       *IF No, Citizenship:

_________________________________




         *Required for determining visa requirements for travel

Proficiency in Second Language: 
[  ] Spanish 
    [  ] Portuguese   
    [  ] French

[  ] Swahili              [  ] Other   

Comments: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Standing:

I am in good academic standing.     [  ] Yes         [  ] No   
 ** Residents on probation will not be allowed to participate. **

Global Surgery Elective for Residents
APPLICATION FORM - Page 2

Elective Requests:
Please select your first choice site (#1). You may also choose to rank additional preferences
· Hernia Repair for the Underserved_____________________________

· Pacific Coast Surgical Association (Tanzania)_________________
· UCLA-UEM Partnership (Maputo, Mozambique)______________

· General Surgery – Armenia______________________________________

· Arabkir JMC Collaborative (Armenia)__________________________

· Cameroon__________________________________________________________
· Other__________________________________________________________

Please check off the items below and submit this Application Checklist along with your other application materials:
[  ] 
This Application Form (all sections completed) 
[  ] 
Curriculum Vitae
[  ] 
Personal Statement (limit 1 page, font Arial 11 with 1 inch margins)
[  ]
If selected, I agree to complete the UCLA Global Health Program Pre-Travel Requirements.
https://worldhealth.med.ucla.edu/pages/fellows
Signature of Resident:________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________
Signature of Lab-Resident Faculty Supervisor:_____________________________________

Date:_____________________________________________
Submit Application Forms to Benjamin Francis: bcfrancis@mednet.ucla.edu
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application Scoring System 

Interview by Faculty Site-Supervisor +/- Other Members of Committee

_____/10


Language Proficiency (if applicable)


Cultural Sensitivity


Is the resident a good ambassador for the program?

Personal Statement / Curriculum Vitae






_____/10


Does the resident have a compelling reason to participate?


Will the resident benefit clinically from the experience?


Will the experience complement the resident’s research interest?


Do the resident’s interest match with the preferred site/s?

Academic Standing (as determined by clinical evaluations and faculty input)

_____/7

Emotional stability, maturity, and ability to work in an area with limited resources.


Are there concerns about absite score?


Are there concerns about clinical performance?

Year in Training (2nd Lab-Year Residents Receive additional 3 points)


_____/3

Total











_____/30
PAGE  

