
Maude Elizabeth Seymour Abbott 
“She was an institution” 

  
 
 
 
 

Born on March 18, 1869 at St Andrews, a small village 
on the north shore of the Ottawa River. 

 
Higher Education for Women ?? 

 
In the minds of many if not most men, women were 
considered incapable of the increased mental strain 

 which higher education demanded. 
 



1940 



Class Valedictorian   
Winner of the  

Lord Stanley Gold Medal  
 

But what about medicine?? 
 

Maude set her mind on McGill, and  
petitioned the Registrar who replied,  

“I am sorry to inform you that the Faculty of Medicine 
can hold out no hope of being able to comply  

with your request.” 
 

Her Early Steps 



Enlightened Opinions 
 

Dr. F.J. Shepherd, “Introduction of women amongst  
medical students would be nothing short of a calamity.” 

 
Dr. G. E. Fenwick, Professor of Surgery, “ I will resign  

if women are allowed to take the medical course.  
 

Dr. F. W. Campbell argued that, “In the difficult work of  
surgery, they would not have the nerve. Can you think of  
a patient in a critical case, waiting while the medical lady  

fixes her bonnet or adjusts her bustle?” 



      Maude graduated from Bishop’s in June 1894 with 
 brilliant honors. Vienna was the medical Mecca, so she immediately 
planned her post graduate work in Europe. One of the greatest 
medical opportunities in Vienna was pathology with Kolisko and 
Albrecht, an experience that made possible Maude’s later work. 
     And she traveled--London, Heidelberg,  Zurich--exposing herself 
to the best minds in contemporary medicine. These years of study 
and travel were the happiest in her professional life. 
    But what Maude wanted above everything else was to be on the 
staff of the McGill Medical Faculty 



Osler’s Advice to Maude 

“I wonder if you realize what an opportunity you have? 
 That McGill Museum is a great place.” 

 
And so he gently dropped a seed that dominated  

all her future work 
 
 



 Before World War II, congenital malformations 
of the heart were regarded as hopeless futilities, an 
occupation appropriate for the few women in medicine.  
Maude Abbott was advised by William Osler to occupy 
herself with the collection of anatomic specimens at 
McGill, and Helen Taussig was advised to occupy 
herself with the hopeless futilities in the Harriet Lane 
children’s clinic at Hopkins.  Congenital heart disease 
in adults was an oxymoron. 
  

Ahmanson/UCLA Adult Congenital Heart Disease Center 

Hopeless Futilities 



Maude Abbott Helen Taussig 

The Two Few Women in Medicine 
This image cannot currently be displayed.



Maude and Helen 



Ahmanson/UCLA Adult Congenital Heart Disease Center       

The Osler Library  
McGill 

1936 
1000 Cases 



2006 Re-publication on the occasion of the 100th 
Anniversary of the International Association of 
Medical Museums, now called the International 

Academy of Pathology 
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